
2 Dec  
Book club meeting

4 Dec 
Christmas shopping - Express bus terminal 
Christmas market 

SWEA

8 Dec 
Lucia Celebration at the Swedish Residence 

9-10 Dec
FOI and ADD hold the 12th Joint Steering Com-
mittee Meeting

15 Dec
Sweden-Korea Duo Recital with Swedish Classi-
cal Music

20 Sep - 22 Dec
Sweden, Where Children Grow with Books

Embassy

10 Feb 
Annual General Meeting 2020

6 Mar
Gala Dinner 2020

SCCK 

Summary of Upcoming Event

© FOI

The 12th Joint Steering Committee Meeting between Swedish 
Defence Research Agency (FOI) and Agency for Defense De-
velopment (ADD) will be held on December 9-10 in Stockholm 
to navigate further cooperation opportunities.

FOI and ADD hold the 12th Joint Steering Committee Meeting 

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

The Embassy will celebrate Lucia together with members of the 
Swedish community in Korea on the 8th of December. Children 
of Swedes living in Korea will hold a Lucia procession and sing 
Lucia and Christmas carols.

Lucia Celebration at the Swedish Residence

© Sophy&Company

In celebration of the 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations 
between Sweden and Korea, Swedish cellist Antonio Hallon-
gren and Korean pianist Sophy will perform a classical Swed-
ish music concert. The performance will feature a wide range 
of Swedish classics spanning 200 years, including sonatas 
for cello and piano, sonatinas with Swedish folk melodies, 
and songs inspired by the Swedish winter landscape. To high
light the mutual collaboration between the Swedish and 
Korean artists, the two composers will introduce their own 
original pieces for the first time ever in Korea. The audience 
will also have the chance to enjoy the Christmas season with 
Swedish Christmas carols played at the end of the concert.

The event will be held on the 15th of December, at Keumho Art 
Hall, Yonsei.

Booking

Sweden-Korea Duo Recital with Swedish Classical 
Music Book your Ticket! 

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

The exhibition “Sweden, Where Children Grow with Books” 
will continue until the 22nd of December at the National Li-
brary for Children and Young Adults. 

The exhibition aims to introduce Swedish children’s litera-
ture to young Korean readers, and inspire a positive attitude 
toward reading and learning. The theme for the exhibition is: 
“Playing, reading and learning are not separate things; they 
are equally important roads to discovery.” Also at the event 
will be the presentation of the Astrid Lindgren Memorial 
Award. 

Sweden, Where Children Grow with Books

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

The 8th Swedish Film festival has come to conclusion after a suc-
cessful tour of five different Korean cities between November 5th 
and 28th. The showings included 8 modern Swedish films and 
one special documentary. 

In celebration of the film festival, two Swedish film guests, Di-
rector Hannes Holm of the opening film “A Moon of My Own” and 
producer Lars G. Linström of “Becoming Astrid” paid a visit to 
Korea and had the chance to meet the Korean audience for GV.   
 
In addition, a very special movie night took place in Busan. 
Korean patients and supporters who were treated or worked for the 
Swedish field hospital during the Korean war gathered to view a 
screening of a documentary about Swedes in the Korean War. 

The 8th Swedish Film Festival

© Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

Ambassador Jakob Hallgren gave a keynote speech at the 
DGIEA evening of friendship on the 22nd of November. DGIEA 
is a non-governmental diplomatic organization for interna-
tional exchanges with 33 national exchange associations 
under its umbrella, including the Sweden-Korea Friendship 
Association.

The Mayor of Daegu Metropolitan City, the Governor of Gyeo-
ngsangbuk-do, the President of Kyemyung University, and the 
Honorary Consul of Sweden in Daegu together with 650 mem-
bers of DGIEA participated in the event and discussed the 
importance of international exchanges and contribution to a 
connected world of co-prosperity and shared growth.

Ambassador to deliver keynote speech Daegu Gyungbuk
International Exchange Association(DGIEA) Evening of Friendship

© Seoul Museum of History

Launched in 2015, EUNIC Film Festival is organized by EU 
member states and Seoul Museum of History. 8 films from 8 
member states were screened at the Seoul Museum of History 
Auditorium every Saturday during November.

TheThe Swedish documentary, “The Swedes in the Korean War” 
was shown, along with a special lecture by Ambassador Jakob 
Hallgren on the 16th of November. Inspired by a touching 
story, the audience showed their gratitude for Sweden’s con-
tribution during the Korean war.

EUNIC Film Festival

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

“EU Goes to School” is a reoccuring event during which am-
bassadors and diplomats from EU member states visit middle 
schools and high schools in Seoul. 

Ambassador Jakob Hallgren visited Chungwon Highschool in 
Nowon-gu on the 15th of November. Ambassador Hallgren 
spoke about the history, politics, economies and cultures of 
Sweden and the European Union. He also spoke about his own 
career, his experience living abroad and life as a diplomat. 

EU Goes to School

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

From November 12th to the 17th, Business Sweden and the 
Embassy of Sweden jointly hosted the Swedish Lifestyle Week 
2019. This annual event seeks to promote Swedish lifestyle 
and values in collaboration with well-known Swedish brands 
and companies.  The event was packed with fun activities, like 
pop-up displays, a weekend market and programs that incor-
porated Swedish culture and values like sustainability, prac-
ticality, relaxation, and of course, fika.

Swedish Lifestyle Week

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

This year’s Swedish Lifestyle Week got off to a great start on 
the first day with the 9th SwedenTALK. The event took place at 
Sounds Hanam Stillbooks and the theme of the day was 
‘Lagom, the key to Happiness.’ Ambassador Jakob Hallgren 
spoke about how innovation and Lagom come together in 
Swedish businesses. Sujeong Ha, Director of the Nordic Insti-
tute, spoke about her experience with Lagom during her time 
inin Sweden. Dohee Kim, author of “Hej Sweden” at Kakao 
Brunch spoke about Swedish fika culture, linking it with the 
culture of Lagom.

Sweden Talk

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

Study in Sweden held a seminar at Seoul National University 
on November 11th and Ewha Womens University on the 12th to 
talk about higher education in Sweden. International officers 
from four leading Swedish universities, Gothenburg, Lund, 
Umeå, and KTH, participated to provide general information 
about studying in Sweden and the English programs that are 
offered to international students.

Study in Sweden on-campus seminars

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

Study in Sweden held a university admissions workshop on 
the 11th of November to provide information on the applica-
tion process for Swedish University programs beginning in 
Fall 2020. Representatives from four leading Swedish univer-
sities, Gothenburg, Lund, Umeå, and KTH, participated in the 
workshop, contributing useful information on the application 
procedures as well as deadlines and document preparation. 

Study in Sweden Admission Workshop

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

The 4th Study in Sweden Fair was held at Novotel Gangnam on
thethe 10th of November. Representatives from four leading 
Swedish universities, Gothenburg, Lund, Umeå, and KTH, par-
ticipated in the fair where they met with prospective students 
and provided general information on English-taught pro-
grams. The fair consisted of a full day seminar, including var-
ious speaker such as the country manager of H&amp;M Korea, 
alumni from Swedish universities, current PhD students in 
Sweden and 1:1 counseling sessions with university officers.

The 4th Study in Sweden Study Fair

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

The Ministry of Economy and Finance, together with the World 
Bank invited the OSI-office to speak at the Global Innovative 
Growth Forum (GIGF2019) on November 7th. Science and In-
novation Counsellor Anders Hektor gave a speech about the 
Swedish perspective on global innovation trends. The most 
prominent topic was the effort to reduce CO2 emissions in 
heavy industries and the innovations necessary end depen-
dence on fossil-fuels.

More info

Global Innovative Growth Forum 2019

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

The Korea-Sweden Design Forum was held at Kintex on the 1st 
of November. As part of the Design Korea 2019, Korea-Sweden 
Design Forum was hosted by the Embassy of Sweden and 
Korea Institute of Design Promotion (KIDP). After Ambassa-
dor Jakob Hallgren’s opening remarks, three main speakers 
gave talks about their design backgrounds and design busi-
nesses. Lisa Lindström, CEO of the design company Doberman 
and Susanne Fuglsang Innovation Catalyst/CEO of Innovation 
Pioneers came from Sweden to share their experiences with 
the Korean public. More than 300 people attended the forum. 

The 20 finalist of Korea Sweden Young Design Award was ex-
hibited at the Design Korea 2019.

Korea-Sweden Design Forum

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

The EU mission and National Research Foundation of Korea 
co-organized the 5th EU-Korea Research & Innovation Day on Oc-
tober 30th. The event focused on European and Korean achieve-
ments in science, as well future capacities, opportunities and 
collaborations. The office of Science & Innovation also partici-
pated in a joint promotional activity with other EU member 
countries.

More info

EU-Korea Research & Innovation Day

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

On October 25th, the Korean Presidential Committee for the 4th 
Industrial Revolution (PCFIR) opened a global conference on 
policy trends concerning the 4th industrial revolution. Among 
the many invited speakers, Jon Simonsson, Chairman of Com-
mittee for Technological Innovation and Ethics (KOMET) made a 
keynote speech and Anders Hektor, Science & Innovation Coun-
sellor, introduced social innovation in Sweden. 

Introducing initiatives and policy development regarding 
4th Industrial Revolution  

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

The Swedish defense MoU delegation visited from October 14th 
to the 18th. They held the 7th Defense Policy Working Group 
Meeting with the Ministry of National Defense in Seoul. The 
Swedish Defense Materiel Agency (FMV) also held its very first 
Joint Committee meeting with Defense Acquisition Program Ad-
ministration (DAPA) during the same week as Seoul Internation-
al Aerospace & Defense Exhibition (ADEX) 2019.  

Swedish defense delegations visit 

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

The ‘Hej, Plogging’, event took place on October 12th in Banpo 
Hanriver park. The word Plogging is a combination of the Swed-
ish word “plocka upp” and the English word “jogging”. It means 
the activity of jogging while picking up trash. The ‘Hej Plogging’ 
event aimed to improve awareness of environmental protection, 
and the importance of the environment in out daily lives. Swed-
ish Ambassador Jakob Hallgren and Mayor of Seoul, Wonsoon 
Park gave opening remarks to kick off the jog. The event was 
sponsored by the Embassy of Sweden and the Seoul City Metro-
politan Government, and hosted by Volvo Cars Korea. Approxi-
mately 1,500 people attended. 

Hej! Plogging 

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

The 2019 Seoul Smart City Summit, which took place the 1st of 
October, was organized by the Seoul Metropolitan Government 
and the joint conference was arranged in close collaboration 
with the US Embassy in Seoul, Business Sweden and the Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce. The majority of speakers represent-
ed Swedish and US companies with a strong presence in Korea. 
The Office of Science and Innovation shared Swedish Govern-
ment initiatives with exemplary cases on air quality and waste 
management. 

Seoul Smart City Summit Sweden-USA Smart City program
 

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

EURAXESS Korea organized an event ‘Research in Europe : Your 
next career destination!’ that took place on September 24th. 
Along side a few other European countries, the Office of Science 
and Innovation introduced opportunities for mid-level research-
ers to work in Sweden and had 1:1 meetings with interested can-
didates.

More info

Promoting Sweden as a research destination for 
mid-career researchers

 

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

Ambassador Kent Härstedt visited Seoul on October 23-24 and 
shared his views on the peace process and the role of the Swed-
ish government on the Korean Peninsula. During his stay he held 
various meetings with government officials including his South 
Korean counterpart Ambassador Do-hoon Lee. 

Ambassador Kent Härstedt, Special Envoy 
for the Korean Peninsula 

 

© The Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

Dan Smith, Director of Stockholm International Peace Research 
Institute (SIPRI) visited Seoul between September 16th and 
18th. He held discussions on various issues, including security 
and climate change. 

HeHe also shared his views on the security situation in the Korean 
Peninsula at the press conference, and held meetings with South 
Korean government officials, think tanks, civil society organiza-
tions, and diplomatic corps in Seoul. 

SIPRI Director Dan Smith      

© NIR

Henrik Hallgren, Director of Operations at the International 
Council for Swedish Industry (NIR) visited Seoul from Septem-
ber 2nd to 6th. NIR collectively represents several of the largest 
internationally active Swedish companies, as well as the Swed-
ish Export Credits Guarantee Board (EKN). 

During his stay, he participated in the conference “Capacity 
Building Cooperation Programs with North Korea: Accomplish-
ments and Challenges” organized by the Ministry of Unification. 
He also as held meetings with relevant Korean organizations. 

The International Council for Swedish Industry (NIR)

Säkerhetskontoret is a technology company, specialising in IT security. The company was 
founded 2014, with employees having a background from the Swedish intelligence service.

Säkerhetskontoret's main goal is to help organisation secure their IT systems against today's 
growing threat of cyber-crime, without losing sight of the business and risk perspective. They 
are currently serving public and private customers in Europe, North America and Asia.

CoContinuing their Asian venture, they have now localised their presence by setting up an office 
in Business Sweden's facilities here in Seoul with the objective of helping both Swedish and 
Korean companies in securing and protecting their businesses.

Säkerhetskontoret Opens Office in Korea

Swedish Marine Technology for Sustainable Ocean Environment was held in Busan, November 
14th. Ambassador Jakob Hallgren’s opening speech was followed by presentations on the cur-
rent state of the Korean shipbuilding industry and the competence of Swedish maritime tech-
nology. Fredrik von Elern from Swedish Maritime Technology Forum (part of RISE) explained how 
the environmental awareness of Swedish people helped drive the maritime technology forward, 
how and why it is leading today. The experts from leading Swedish marine companies Alfa Laval, 
ABB and KraftPowercon presented their environmental solutions and discussed to nurture the 
ocean ecosystem through a stronger partnership between Sweden and Korea. The luncheon and 
seminar were filled with Korean maritime stakeholders, including shipowners, shipbuilders 
and engineering companies.

Swedish Marine Seminar 2019  

After four consecutive years of successful hosting, Business Sweden again joined forces 
with the Danish, Finnish and Norwegian embassies and business promotion agencies to 
arrange the Nordic Food & Beverage Days 2019 from the 7th to the 8th of November, at Four 
Seasons Hotel, Seoul. 

TheThe Nordic cooperation began in 2015 as a strong platform for food and beverage compa-
nies interested in setting up business in Korea or strengthening their existing business. 
The objective of the event is to assist the companies in creating networking and business 
opportunities with major buyers in Korea as well as to increase the awareness of Swedish 
brands. 

Nordic Food & Beverage Promotion Days 2019 

With 22 Swedish brands partaking, this year’s edition of the fair saw the highest number 
of participants since it started in 2013. Between November 12th and 17th, 1,200 people 
had the opportunity to witness the sustainable, practical and well-balanced Swedish 
lifestyle. 

Business Sweden would like to thank all the brands that were able to make the event 
happen!

Business Sweden and the Embassy of Sweden in Seoul hosted the Swedish Lifestyle Week 2019 
from November 12th to 17th. The event sought to promote Swedish values and lifestyle, as well 
as raise brand awareness of Swedish products and companies. The week was full of fun, insight-
ful activities related to Swedish lifestyle, such as a pop-up display, a Swedish weekend market 
and cultural programs. 

Swedish Lifestyle Week 2019 provided a smorgasbord 
for 1,200 visitors 

News from Business Sweden

News from Swedish Organizations in Korea 

New General Manager

The AGM will be held February 10th at 7pm. 

Annual General Meeting 2020

Save the date for the most important event of the year! The gala dinner will take place on 
March 6th at the Grand Hyatt! Invitations will be sent out soon. 

Gala Dinner 2020

SCCK participated and sponsored the event "From Sweden To 
Korea" hosted by Glodal Youth Fair on October 19th. Many 
people visited the fair and learned about Sweden and Swed-
ish lifestyle.

Global Youth Fair - From Sweden To Korea

©SCCK

SCCK went to the Northern border to participate in the Cheor-
won DMZ International Peace Marathon on September 1st. It 
was a hot but fulfilling day with a lot of happy runners!

DMZ marathon

©SCCK

News from SCCK

©SWEA 

News from SWEA

SWEA loves to hike! 

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/swedishembassyinseoul 

Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/SwedeninKR

Instagram:
www.instagram.com/SwedeninKorea 
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sydkorea@business-sweden.se

Embassy of Sweden
Phone: +82-2-3703-3700
Fax: +82-2-3703-3701/3702
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8/F Danam Bldg, 
10 Sowol-ro, Jung-gu
SSeoul 04527

E-mail Embassy:
ambassaden.seoul@gov.se
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Contact

Sweden in Korea is the newsletter of the Embassy of Sweden in Seoul, together with Team 
Sweden partners. The purpose is to introduce events and activities for anyone interested in 
Sweden and in Korean-Swedish relations.

About the Newsletter

Jakob Hallgren
Ambassador of Sweden to the Republic of Korea

Dear all,

We will soon wrap up an incredibly successful year of friendship 
and celebration between Sweden and South Korea. It is not over 
yet and I foresee that even more spectacular events are in the 
making before we will get to end of it. 

ButBut I do know already now that there are many people to thank 
for the exciting activities that we have done so far throughout 
the year. Many who have been out there to engage in and to 
promote the values and the mutual curiosity between our two 
countries. 

I think that this year has shown that Swedes and Koreans are 
closer and more alike than we ever thought before and that the bilateral relation is 
stronger than ever. 

During this year only I have seen expanding mutual exchanges in so many areas, in-
cluding in film, art, dance, retail, manufacturing industry design, music, literature, 
peace building, defense, human rights, academia, research and innovation etc. I 
could go on and on and do realize that there is such a depth to our relation.     

This makes me convinced that what we who believe in the untapped potential of the 
Sweden – Korea connection are doing the right thing. Because despite the breadth of 
activities there is still so much to do in order to reach the full potential of our joint 
opportunities. 

This is exactly what we will focus on in 2020 and in the years ahead. I already sense 
that we will then be on a wholly new level of exchange, with new and exciting opportu-
nities and formats. 

But 2019 is not over yet, and if we don’t meet, I wish you the very best for the festive 
season of Christmas and the end of the Year. 

Vi ses, 
Jakob

December

Sweden in Korea

©Embassy of Sweden 
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